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EDUCATION

2012
Ph.D. in Anthropology, University of Texas, Austin, Texas.

Dissertation Title: “Totonac ‘Usos y Costumbres’: Racial Sensibilities and Uneven Entitlements in Neoliberal Mexico.” 

2002   M.A. in Rural Development, Metropolitan Autonomous University, Mexico City, Mexico.

Thesis: “In Search of the Totonacapan Lost Paradise: Totonac Geographic Imaginaries.”
1998
B.A. in Ethnology, National School of Anthropology and History, Mexico City.


Thesis: “The Struggle for Land in a Lacandon Jungle Community.” 

POSITIONS HELD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate. Department of Anthropology/American Indian Studies. Spring 2015-Spring 2017

Visiting Lecturer. Department of Anthropology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Fall 2013-Spring 2014
Teacher Assistant. Mexican American Culture undergraduate course with Dr. Martha Menchaca. Department of Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin, 2005

PUBLICATIONS

Maldonado, Korinta, (2011) “El Juzgado Indígena de Huehuetla, Sierra Norte de Puebla. Construyendo la totonaqueidad en el contexto del multiculturalismo mexicano,” [The Indigenous Court of Huehuetla, Highlands of Puebla. Constructing Totonac Indigeneity in the Context of Mexican Multiculturalism] in Justicia y diversidad en América Latina: Pueblos indígenas ante la globalización. Chenaut V., Teresa Sierra, Magdalena Hernández, Héctor Ortiz, eds. CIESAS and FLACSO, Mexico.
Maldonado, Korinta, and Adriana Terven, (2009) Los Juzgados Indígenas de Cuetzalan y 

Huehuetla: Vigencia y reproducción de los sistemas normativos de los pueblos de la Sierra Norte de Puebla. [The Indigenous Courts of Cuetzalan and Huehuetla. Validity and Reproduction of the Normative Systems of the Peoples of the Highlands of Puebla] Comisión Nacional para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos Indígenas (CDI) Press, México. 159 pps.

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

Maldonado, Korinta, “Policing Difference in the Era of Security: The Browning of Police Bodies in the Mexican Indigenous Regions.”
Maldonado, Korinta, “Witches, Queridas, and Totonac Domestic Workers: Sexing Race in Contemporary Indigenous Mexico.”
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

William and Flora Hewlett Doctoral Field Research Fellowship in the Social Sciences, 2007.

Foreign Language and Area Studies Summer Fellowship (FLAS), Totonac Language, University of Texas at Austin, 2006.

Tinker Summer Research Grant. University of Texas at Austin, 2006.

E.D. Farmer Fellowship. Mexican Center, University of Texas at Austin, 2005-2006.

Pre-Dissertation Visiting Scholar, Latin American Studies and Anthropology Program, Northwestern University, Spring semester, 2005.

Tinker Summer Research Grant, University of Texas at Austin, May 2004.

International Fellowship. The National Council of Technology and Science (CONACYT), Mexico, 2003-2005.

Program of Graduate Fellowship in the Social Sciences funded by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, September 2003- February 2005.

Medal for Academic Merit for the 4.0 GPA. Autonomous Metropolitan University (UAM), Mexico, 2003.
TALKS AND DISCUSSIONS

Discussant for the paper given by Dr. Justin Richland  “Arguing with tradition: The Language of Law in Hopi Tribal Courts”. The Center for Advanced Study interdisciplinary initiative Sovereignty and Autonomy in the Western Hemisphere: National and Regional Struggles for Power, Identity and Space. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. March 13, 2012

“New Languages for Old Customs: The Racial Politics of the Indigenous Courts In Neoliberal Mexico.” Session Title: Legitimizing Legacies in Latin America: Contemporary Indigeneities and Contested Imaginaries. Presented at the Annual American Anthropological Association. QC, Canada, November 16-20, 2011.

“Totonac Racial Formations and Indigenous Custom in Neoliberal Mexico.” Session Title: Ethnography of Legal Process. Presented at the Annual American Anthropological Association. New Orleans, LA. November 17-21, 2010.

“Totonac "Usos y Costumbres": Neoliberal Multiculturalism and Uneven Entitlements in Indigenous Mexico.” Presented at the Dinner Dialogue Series, La Casa Cultural Latina and The Native American House. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. October 20, 2010.
“Reflexiones sobre la descolonización de la antropología Mexicana en el contexto de los movilizaciones indígenas. Notas desde el campo.” [Reflections on the Decolonization of Mexican Anthropology in the Context of the Indigenous Mobilizations. Notes from the Field.] In the First National Anthropology and Ethnology Conference. Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana. Mexico City September 22-26, 2010.

“Totonac Usos y Costumbres: Racial Sensibilities and Uneven Entitlements in Neoliberal Mexico.” Session Title: The Shifting Borders of Mexican Anthropology. Presented at the Annual Anthropological Association. Philadelphia, PA. December 2-6, 2009.

Discussant for the paper given by Dr. Elizabeth Shapiro, “Payments for Ecosystem Services in Mexico: Nature, Neoliberalism, Social Movements and the State.” The Social Dimensions of Environmental Policy (SDEP) Colloquium. Department of Geography. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. October 16, 2009.

“La construcción social de los “usos y costumbres” en tiempos neoliberales: el caso de los Juzgados Indígenas de Cuetzalan y Huehuetla, México.” [The Social Construction of Traditions and Customs in Neoliberal Times: The Cases of the Indigenous Courts of Cuetzalan and Huehuetla] Session title: Multiculturalización del Estado y sus Impactos en los Derechos y las Identidades. Presented at the Annual Latin American Studies Association. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. June 12-16, 2009.

“Normative Systems and Agency of the Indigenous Peoples of the Highland of Puebla, Mexico. The Case Study of the Indigenous Courts of Cuetzalan and Huehuetla.” Presentation prepared for the Political Anthropology Seminar. CIESAS, Mexico, 2007.

“El Juzgado Indígena de Huehuetla, Sierra Norte de Puebla. Construyendo la totonaqueidad en el contexto del multiculturalismo mexicano.” [The Indigenous Court of Huehuetla, Puebla. Constructing Totonac Indigeneity in the Context of Mexican Multiculturalism]. Presented at the V Congreso de la Red Latinoamericana de Antropología Jurídica (RELAJU). Oaxtepec, Mexico. August 16-20, 2006. 
“Mapping the Totonaco’s of Huehuetla Struggle for Self-government and Autonomy in the Context of Mexico Neoliberal Multicultural Turn.” Presented at the International Conference Testimonial Texts, Stories, Lives and Memories. Universidad Pedagógica Nacional (UPN). Mexico City. June 1-5, 2006. 

“Multicultural ‘States’ of Mystification, Constructing Authenticity and Racial Policing: An Analysis of Two Indigenous Courts in the Highlands of Puebla, Mexico.” Presented at the Latin American Studies Association. San Juan, Puerto Rico, 2006.
“In Search Lost Paradise of the Totonacapan. The Construction of the Totonac Autonomy in Today’s Mexican Nation-State.” Presented at the workshop Puebla: Today’s Ongoing Research organized through the seminar Electoral Processes in Indigenous Regions. Research Center and Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology (CIESAS), Mexico, 2004.

SESSIONS ORGANIZED

Co-organized and co-chaired “La práctica antropológica sobre/desde los movimientos sociales: debates y desafíos de una antropología comprometida”. [The Anthropological Practice From/Within Social Movements: Debates and Challenges of a Committed Anthropology] First National Anthropology and Ethnology Conference. Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana. Mexico City September 22-26, 2010.

Co-organized “Comparando gobiernos y justicia Indígenas en México: Desgranando especificidades”. [Comparing Indigenous Government and Justice: Unpacking Specificities]. V Congreso de la Red Latinoamericana de Antropología Jurídica (RELAJU) under the theme Justicia y Diversidad en Tiempos de Globalización, Oaxtepec, Mexico. August 16-20, 2006.
COURSES TAUGHT
Contemporary Social Issues. Lower Division Course in the Department of Anthropology. University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign. Fall 2013.
Introduction to Latin American Cultures. Lower Division Course in the Department of Anthropology. University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign. Spring 2014.

Contemporary Indigenous Mexico. Upper Division Course in the Department of Anthropology. University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign. Spring 2014.

PROSPECTIVE COURSES

Indigenismo and Mestizaje in 20th Century Mexico.

Race and Culture in the Americas

Introduction to Anthropology

Mexican Anthropology and the State

Decoloniality in the Americas

Methods in Activist Anthropology
Applied and Engaged Anthropology
OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Co-Principal Investigator, “The Indigenous Courts of Cuetzalan and Huehuetla. Validity and Reproduction of the Normative Systems of the Peoples of the Highlands of Puebla”. Project sponsored by the Research Center and Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology (CIESAS) and the National Commission for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples (CDI), Mexico, 2007-2009

Research collaboration in the project “Political and Electoral Practices in Indigenous Regions”. Coordinated by Dr. Francois Lartigue and Dr. Víctor Franco. Research Center and Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology (CIESAS), Mexico City, 2002

Research Assistant for the project “Interculturality, Rights and Gender in Indigenous Regions: A Comparative Focus” for Dr. María Teresa Sierra. Research Center and Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology (CIESAS), Mexico City, 1999

NON ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS/COMMUNITY SERVICE

Coordinator of Plaza Comunitaria Champaign-Urbana (Spanish Literacy for Adults), Urbana, Illinois, October 2012-Present

Champaign County Migrant Advocate. Migrant Education Program, Rantoul City Schools. Fall 2012-Summer 2013.

Bilingual Assistant. Urbana High School, Urbana, Illinois, 2008-2009

Spanish Literacy. Romero Center. Chicago, IL, 2006

Teacher at the Center for Indigenous Studies “Kgoyom”. Huehuetla, Puebla, 2000-2002

Curriculum Development and Teaching in the project “Seeds of The Sun” in San Cristobal de la Casas, Chiapas, 1995-1998 and summer 2000

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Latin American Network of Legal Anthropologists (RELAJU)

Latin American Studies Association (LASA)
American Anthropological Association (AAA)

Native American & Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA)
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Human rights, identity politics, social movements and decolonial knowledge production, state formations, multiculturalism, racism and race, indigenous movements, Latin America and the United States
LANGUAGES 

English and Spanish

REFERENCES

Shannon Speed, Assoc. Professor of Anthropology 

University of Texas, Austin

(512) 471-0061, sspeed@mail.utexas.edu
Charles Hale, Professor of Anthropology, 

Director of the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies

University of Texas, Austin 

(512) 471 7530, crhale@mail.utexas.edu
Teresa Sierra, Professor of Anthropology
Research and Advanced Studies Center in Social Anthropology
Mexico City, Mexico

+52 55 5655 6010, mailto:mtsierrac@hotmail.com
Joao Costa Vargas, Assoc. Professor of Anthropology

University of Texas, Austin

(512) 232-6591, costavargas@mail.utexas.edu
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