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Indians In Space

ANTH 499/AIS 490

Spring 2006

Class Meets:

Monday 3-6pm

3:4:15pm Foreign Languages Building G30

4:30pm-6pm, Saunders Lounge, Pennsylvania Residence Hall 

Instructors:
LeAnne Howe

Office:
 261 English Building



Tel: 333-4135
 email: lhowe1@aol.com

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 11am-12pm and by appointment.

Brenda Farnell

Office:  Davenport Hall 209E





Tel: 244-9226: email: bfarnell@uiuc.edu
Office Hours: Tu/Th 11:30pm- 1pm and by appointment.

Course Objectives

This course examines indigenous approaches to theater, narrative arts, film, and multimedia, and the anthropology of performance (body movement/space/time). Of particular interest will be “image” and “image production” about American Indians in various genres, including film and theater. We will examine issues of indigenous identity and popular (mis)representations of Native peoples through the work of contemporary American Indian artists and scholars.  The goals are for students to apply theoretical understandings to their own creative work in the form of a theater production and/or multimedia performance. The performance should reflect an understanding of diverse ways of being-in-the world. 

Required Texts:
Basso, Keith 1996. Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache. Albuquerque: U of New Mexico Press.

Bataille, Gretchen (ed.) 2001.  Native American Representations: First Encounters, Distorted Images and Literary Appropriations. Lincoln: U of Nebraska Press.

Kilpatrick, Jaccqueline. 1999. Celluloid Indians. Lincoln: U of Nebraska Press.

[Available from usual bookstores, except Basso. Can also be ordered online from www.addall.com or www. Amazon.com or Pages For All Ages Bookstore.]

Additional required readings will be available on e-reserve.

Assignments and Grading

Active participation, and imaginative thinking are the keys to success in this course. We will be discussing readings and films and learning how to develop written scripts for active performance in small groups. Those students interested in exploring multimedia presentations to support and/or document live performance will have the opportunity to use video and imac software. A workshop section each week will provide opportunities to translate theoretical understandings into active theater.  You will develop a proposal and script (due 3/27) that we will peer review, and then develop this into a performance through rehearsal and production workshops.  The class will culminate in an evening performance that will combine contributions from the entire class. 
*************

Schedule of Classes

Part 1: Red on White

Week 1 
Introduction.  His Last Game (Movie 1909) 

1/23
Follow up readings:  **Kilpatrick, chapters 1-3; Mihesuah, American Indian Stereotypes and Realities (handout).

· Write a brief assessment of your group work plus a response to the film (after reading Kilpatrick). 1-3 pages.

Week 2
Preclass readings: **(Kilpatrick chapters 3-7

1/30

In class: discussion of Kilpatrick book.



Peter Pan (video of the stage presentation)

Workshop: Restaging Peter Pan!

Week 3
Preclass readings: Shanley; Moore and Murray in **Bataille; Vizenor: “Ishi bares his Chest”

2/6 

Preclass viewing:  Ishi: the last Yahi (video on reserve)



In class: Discussion of readings and video

Workshop: Exploring Vizenor’s Play "Ishi and the Wood Ducks”



Week 4
“Indian Maidens”
2/13
Pre-class Readings:  Green a) The Pocahontas Perplex; Green b) Rosebuds of the Plateau.

In Class: Excerpts from the movies, The Far Horizons (1954) The New World (2005).



Workshop:  Choreographing the Indian maiden.

Week 5
“Why are You Looking at Me?”
2/20

Preclass viewing:  The Unconquered (video on reserve) 



In class: Drums along the Mohawk (Presentation by Prof. Howe)



Workshop:  Write a skit that answers this question. 
Part 2:  Red on Red: Space

People/Landscape/Cosmos/Travel

Week 6
Preclass readings: Howe, Craig “Keep Your Thoughts Above the Trees”; 2/27 

[space article]



In class: discussion of readings



Nakota Territory (Presentation by Prof. Farnell)

Workshop: Guest, Dr. Larry Emerson

Week 7
Preclass Readings:  Benally, ‘Women who Walk across Time’ 
3/6
Ramsey: ‘Telling Stories for Readers’ in **Bataille, pp 120-133.

Shell Shaker and Movement (Presentation by Prof. Howe)



Workshop: Guest, Dr. Debbie Reese

Pow-wow [Rayna Green CD]

Week 8

3/13

Preclass Reading: Ramos “The Hyperreal Indian”

Preclass viewing: Pow How Highway (video on reserve)

In class: Nakota Dance and Plains Sign Talk (Presentation by Prof. Farnell)

Edward Curtis (North West Coast film); Smoke Signals (clip)



Workshop:  Develop skits on “travel”
Week 9   
Homework:  Write your scripts and proposals for final projects.

Due 3/27

Spring break –No Class

Week 10
Cosmological Space:  Cosmos and Creation Stories 

3/27

Preclass readings:  Harjo, The Woman who Fell from the Sky; 

Morris, From the Glittering World (extracts)



In class: Choctaw Creation story (Presentation by Prof. Howe)



Workshop: Creation Storytelling with action.
Part 3: Whites on Red

Week 11
Preclass reading: **Basso, Wisdom Sits in Places chapters 1& 2

4/3

In class: discussion of Basso



No workshop: Guests 4/5 Turtle Gals Theater  “The Scrubbing Project”

Week 12
Preclass reading: **Basso, Wisdom Sits in Places chapters 3 & 4

4/10

In class: Script development and evaluation



Workshop: Performance development

Week 13
In class: Script development and evaluation

4/17

Workshop: Performance development

Week 14 
In class: Script development and evaluation

4/24

Workshop: Performance development

Week 15
Performance Night!

5/1

********************

Bibliography of Required Readings:

Benally, Suzanne. 1992. “Women Who Walk Across Time.” In Partial Recall. (Lucy R. Lippard ed.).  New York: The New Press, pp. 101-104.

Denzin, Norman. 2003. Performance Ethnography: Critical Pedagogy and the Politics of Culture. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. [selections]

Green Rayna. 1975.  “The Pocahontas Perplex: The Image of American Indian Women in American Culture.”  Massachusets Review 27, no 4. 

Green, Rayna. 1988.  “The Tribe Called Wannabee: Playing Indian in America and Europe.” Folklore 99(i): 30-55.

Green, Rayna.  1992.   “Rosebuds of the Plateau: Frank Matsura and the Fainting Couch Aesthetic. In Partial Recall. (Lucy R. Lippard ed.).  New York: The New Press, pp. 47-54.

Harjo, Joy. 1994   The Woman Who Fell From The Sky. New York. W.W. Norton. 


[Poetry 69 pgs. + 1 sound cassette] 

Howe, Craig.  2001   “Keep Your Thoughts Above the Trees”. In Clearing a Path: Theorizing the Past in Native American Studies, (Nancy Shoemaker ed.) London and new York:  Routledge. 

Howe Craig.   2004    “Indians in the Act: Native Theater Past and Present.”  Co-authored with Harvey Markowitz, Dean Rader and LeAnne Howe.  In SAIL: Studies in American Indian Literatures 16.1.  

Mihesuah, Devon. 1996.   American Indian Stereotypes and Realities. Atlanta: Clarity Press. Chapter 1.

Ramos, Alcida Rita 1994. “The Hyperreal Indian.” Critique of Anthropology 14(2):153-171.

Vizenor, Gerald.  1995  “Ishi and the Wood Ducks.”  In Native American Literature, (Gerald Vizenor, ed.) New York: Harper Collins. 

Irvin Morris.1997. . “Alk'idaa jini. It happened a long time ago, they say...” [extracts].  In From the Glittering World: A Navajo Story.  American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series 22.  Norman: U of Oklahoma Press.

(  **  = Reading from a Required Textbook





