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TOURIST CITIES AND SITES
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Professor Helaine Silverman (Anthropology)
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Description:  Tourism, in its modern Western iteration, is closely associated with colonialism, imperialism, and capitalism. Beginning in the 17th century the sons of the European elite, notably the British, made a lengthy “Grand Tour” of the continent as part of their cultural and educational training. In the 19th century wealthy young women, appropriately chaperoned, set off as tourists as well. As empires grew, so did opportunities for tourism, with Egypt becoming particularly popular among the upper classes in the second half of the 19th century into the early 20th. With the technological advances of Industrial Revolution trains and steam ships and later cars and ultimately planes and jets facilitated the mass movement of people, opening up travel to the middle classes both nationally and internationally. Today the tourism industry is global in scope, transnational in economic organization, and still strongly colonialist in cultural practice. This course is a critical examination of tourist cities in their social, political, economic, and physical (“built environment”) aspects over time and across the world. 
What students will learn: Anthropological investigation of tourist cities involves the ethnographic study of tourists and their willing or reluctant hosts. The approach is necessarily interdisciplinary, drawing on perspectives from archictecture, landscape architecture, art, advertising, geography, history, cultural studies, literature, and cultural theory, among others. In this course students will hone their critical and imaginative writing skills and powers of observation and analysis. At the same time they will learn through reading and in-class discussions about: colonialism; imperialism; globalization; the production of cultural identity and sense of place/locality; the manufacture and consumption of heritage in the postmodern world; and the concepts of authenticity, imaginary, representation, theming, gaze, appropriation, simulacra, and hyperreality. 
What students should bring to class:  * Recollections of their own travel experiences *          A sense of adventure and curiosity * Willingness to read *  Desire for incisive discussion in class *  Openess about sharing ideas with classmates and the professor *
Requirements: 

· 3 small written assigments (20% each = 60% of grade)

· oral presentation of your course project in class (20%)

· 1 course project (20% of grade)
Course Pragmatics

Note: Opening activity every Monday: discuss relevant articles in Travel Section of the Sunday edition of The New York Times (available free on-line)

The small written assignments
#1: write a 3- to 5-page travel memoir of a city in the United States or abroad that you have visited as a tourist, to be shared with class in discussion: due at the time of Session 9
#2: make a scrapbook of ten photographs of a place you have visited and write the captions for your photographs or get ten photographs of a place and write the captions for the images based on what the images convey to you, to be shared with class in discussion: due at the time of Session 20
#3: write a marketing campaign for a place to make it a tourist attraction: due at the time of Session 33
Course project is due at the time of Session 43 for in-class discussion. It is due in written form five days after the last day of instruction.
Explanation of the course project 
You may work on this individually, or in a team of up to three classmates. Feel free to cross disciplinary boundaries. These are suggestions only.

· Social science students could explore interrelated problems of conserving a great archaeological or historical site (sustainable tourism) and enhancing the lives of residents near the site
· Engineering students could do a technical assessment of the proposed cable car at Machu Picchu or a comparable project
· Biology and ecology students could study the impact of tourism on Macchu Picchu’s tropical forest setting, or the impact of tourism on any tourist site in a potentially endangered environmental setting
· Computer science students could analyze existing web sites for a particular tourist site or urban tourist destination and create a new interactive web site. 

· Economics students could analyze tourism data for any particular place/site. 

· Humanities students could interrogate the “mystique” of any great travel destination, exploring the concept of “exotic” as represented in literature or film. 

· Art students could study “tourist art” including travel postcards, posters, tour ads, and, especially, illustrated travel narratives on the web (what photos appear?).
· You could analyze articles over a range of years in“The Sophisticated Traveler” section of The New York Times, Condé Nast Traveler, and Gourmet Magazine  identifying themes, visual and verbal tropes, assumptions, and compare to the presentation of travel in National Geographic Traveler
· You could do a critical analysis of the contents of Annals of Tourism Research so as to identify the topics and themes and how these change over time.
Required readings:

1) E-RESERVE: articles, book chapters on electronic reserve 
2) BOOKS

Imperial Eyes. Travel Writing and Transculturation by Mary Louise Pratt (Routledge,  1992)

Heights of Machu Picchu by Pablo Neruda (illustrated edition of Barry Brukoff)

Lost City of the Incas by Hiram Bingham (any edition, originally 1948)

      The Theming of America by Mark Gottdiener (Westview, 2001, second edition)

      The Acropolis. Global Fame, Local Claim by Eleana Yalouri (Berg, 2001)

      Paradise News by David Lodge (Penguin, 1993)

      A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid (Farrar, Straus, Giroux 2000)
      The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson (Vintage, 2003)

      Tourists at the Taj by Tim Edensor (Routledge, 1998)
SCHEDULE BY TOPICS/CLASS SESSIONS
1
distribute and discuss syllabus
Introduction to Tourist Cities
2
opening discussion of students’ travel experiences. Discuss this quote from C. K. Chesterton’s (1909) The Riddle of the Ivy: “The whole object of travel is not to set food on a foreign land; it is at last to set foot on one’s own country as a foreign land”
3
Early tourism. The Grand Tour. Scenes from the movie “Room With A View.” Colonial tourism. Scenes from television dramatization of Agatha Christie's "Death on the Nile."
readings
E-RESERVE: "The Tourist Gaze." in The Tourist Gaze by John Urry , pp. 1-15 (Sage, 1990)
E-RESERVE: “Recent works on travel writing” by Harry Liebersohn. in The Journal of Modern History 68: 617-628 (1996) 
E-RESERVE: “Discovering indigenous nobility: Tocqueville, Chamisso, and romantic travel writing” by Harry Liebersohn. in The American Historical Review 99 (3): 746-766 (1994)
E-RESERVE:  "Colonial Nostalgia and Cultures of Travel: Spaces of Constructed Visibility in Egypt" by Derek Gregory. in Consuming Tradition, Manufacturing Heritage, edited by Nezar AlSayyad, pp. 111-151 (Routledge, 2001)
recommended

The Playground of Europe by Sir Leslie Stephen (1871)

4
Mass Tourism. Scenes from “If This Is Tuesday It Must Be Belgium.”  
readings
E-RESERVE: "Why Tourism Matters" by Sharon Bohn Gmelch. in Tourists and Tourism edited by Sharon Bohn Gmelch, pp. 3-21. (Waveland Press, 2004)

E-RESERVE: “Foreward" and "1989 Introduction” [pp.ix-xxvi], "Introduction" [pp. 1-16] and Chapter 1 [pp. 17-37]. in The Tourist by Dean MacCannell (University of California Press, 1999)

E-RESERVE: "Mass Tourism and the Rise and Fall of the Seaside Resort." in The Tourist Gaze by John Urry, pp.16-39 (Sage, 1990)
5 
Globalization and tourism; glocal. Scenes from “Lost In Translation.” 
readings
E-RESERVE: "Global Norms and Urban Forms in the Age or Tourism" by Nezar AlSayyad. in Consuming Tradition, Manufacturing Heritage, edited by Nezar AlSayyad, pp. 1-33. (Routledge, 2001)
E-RESERVE: “Global forces, local strategies, and urban tourism” by Susan S. Fainstein and Dennis R. Judd. in The Tourist City edited by Dennis R. Judd and Susan S. Fainstein, pp. 1-17. (Yale University Press, 1999)
E-RESERVE: “Marketing cities for tourism” by Brian Holcomb. in The Tourist City edited by Dennis R. Judd and Susan S. Fainstein, pp. 54-70. (Yale University Press, 1999)
The Anthropology of Tourism
6 

readings
E-RESERVE: “Introduction. Tourism’s Mediators” by Erve Chambers. in Tourism and Culture, edited by Erve Chambers, pp. 1-11 (SUNY, 1997)

E-RESERVE: “Secular ritual: A general theory of tourism” by Nelson Graburn. in Tourists and Tourism, edited by Sharon Gmelch, pp. 23-34 (Waveland, 2004)

E-RESERVE: "Grounded Tourists, Travelling Theory" by Simon Coleman and Mike Crang. in Tourism. Between Place and Performance, edited by Simon Coleman and Mike Crang, pp. 1-17. Berghahn, 2002.

7, 8, and 9
Discussion in class of assignment # 1 travel memoir.
Consuming Places. Touring Cultures
10
readings 
Imperial Eyes. Travel Writing and Transculturation
11
readings

E-RESERVE: Chapters 1 (pp. 1-30), 8 (pp. 129-140), and 9 (pp. 141-151) in Consuming Places by John Urry (Routledge, 1995)

12
readings

E-RESERVE: “Palenque log” by James Clifford in Routes by James Clifford, pp. 220-237 (Harvard University Press, 1997)

E-RESERVE: “Touring ancient times: the present and presented past in contemporary Peru” by Helaine Silverman (2002) American Anthropologist 104 (3): 1-22

E-RESERVE: "A People's Story. Heritage, Identity and Authenticity" by Sharon Macdonald in Touring Cultures, edited by Chris Rojek and John Urry, pp.  155-175. (Routledge, 1997)
Race and Tourism
13
Africa for Africans and tourists.
readings
E-RESERVE: “Maasai on the Lawn” by Edward Bruner in Cultural Anthropology 9: 435-470 (1994)

E-RESERVE: "The Maasai and the Lion King: Authenticity, Nationalism, and Globalization in African Tourism" by Edward Bruner in American Ethnologist 28 (4): 881-908 (2001)

14
African-Americans seek roots.
E-RESERVE: “Tourism in Ghana. The Representation of Slavery and the Return of the Black Diaspora” by Edward Bruner in American Anthropologist 98: 290-304 (1996) 
E-RESERVE: “Authenticating dungeons, whitewashing dungeons: The former sites of the slave trade on the Ghanaian coast” by Cheryl Finley in Architecture and Tourism, edited by  D. Medina Lasansky and Brian McLaren, pp. 109-126 (Berg, 2004)
15
America's slave history.
E-RESERVE: “In Colonial Williamsburg, the new history meets the old” by Eric Gable and Richard Handler in The Chronicle of Higher Education, 30 October 1998

E-RESERVE: "Archaeologists unearthing life of early integrated Illinois town" in Inside Illinois, 5 August 2004, p. 2
ON YOUR OWN COMPUTER: go to http://www.anthro.uiuc.edu, then click on faculty, then click on Christopher C. Fennell, then click on Historical Landscapes of New Philadelphia, Illinois
Religion, Politics and Tourism as Pilgrimage

16 and 17
readings

E-RESERVE: "Approaches to the anthropology of pilgrimage and tourism" by Ellen Badone and Sharon R. Roseman. in Intersecting Journeys. The Anthropology of Pilgrimage and Tourism, edited by Ellen Badone and Sharon R. Roseman, pp. 1-23. (University of Illinois Press, 2004)
E-RESERVE: pp. 95-98 in An Introduction to Tourism & Anthropology by Peter M. Burns (Routledge 1999)
E-RESERVE: pp. 42 -top of 48 in The Tourist by Dean MacCannell (University of California Press, 1999)

E-RESERVE: "Introduction" in Sacred Places. American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century by John F. Sears, pp. 3-11 (University of Massachusetts Press, 1989)

E-RESERVE: "Pilgrimage and the IDIC Ethic: Exploring Star Trek Convention Attendance as Pilgrimage" by Jennifer E. Porter. in Intersecting Journeys. The Anthropology of Pilgrimage and Tourism, edited by Ellen Badone and Sharon R. Roseman, pp. 160-179. (University of Illinois Press, 2004)

18
E-RESERVE: "Introduction" (pp. 1-7), "Conclusion" (pp. 213-217) and "Epilogue" (pp. 218-244) in Sacred Ground. Americans and Their Battlefields by Edward Tabor Linenthal (University of Illinois Press, 1993)

E-RESERVE: Chapter 1 (pp. 1-35) in Shadowed Ground. America's Landscapes of Violence and Tragedy by Kenneth E. Foote (University of Texas Press, 1997)
E-RESERVE: “A Pilgrimage to the Alcázar of Toledo: Ritual, Tourism and Propaganda in Franco’s Spain” in Architecture and Tourism, edited by  D. Medina Lasansky and Brian McLaren, pp. 93-107 (Berg, 2004) 
Images of Tourism
19
in-class activity: study tourism ads and art photography books about foreign places

readings 

E-RESERVE: “Tourism and the photographic eye” by Carol Crawshaw and John Urry in Touring Cultures, edited by Chris Rojek and John Urry, pp. 176-195 (Routledge, 1997)

E-RESERVE: pp. 3-16, bottom of p. 40-top p. 46, pp. 115-117  in Contesting Images. Photography and the World’s Columbian Exposition by Julie K. Brown (University of Arizona Press, 1994) 
20, 21, and 22
in-class activity: students present their Assignment #2 scrapbooks
Case Study of Machu Picchu
23
Discovering Machu Picchu. Along with the great pyramids of the Giza Plateau, Machu Picchu is arguably one of the most famous and recognizable archaeological sites in the world. Set atop a jungle-covered mountain, at 6750 feet above the thundering Urubamba River below, the exquisite landscaping and constructions of Machu Picchu have provoked wonder since its scientific discovery on 11 July 1911 by the Yale explorer, Hiram Bingham. Bingham wrote many books and articles about Machu Picchu. Concepts: sacred geography, the gaze, imperialism.

readings
Lost City of the Incas

recommended
National Geographic April 1913
24
Imagining Machu Picchu. Pablo Neruda’s celebrated epic poem is a hymn to the Americas that was inspired by the ancient ruins at Machu Picchu and the Incas. Neruda speaks about solitary existence and he accepts his role as public advocate for various groups that can no longer speak for themselves such as the dead and the disempowered peasant laborers who built Machu Picchu. Concepts: the imaginary, representations and (re)presentations, appropriation, constructing a site/sight. 
reading
Heights of Machu Picchu 
25
in-class activity: analyze writings (comparison of tourism scripts) about Machu Picchu and Cusco in  Frommer’s, Lonely Planet, The Rough Guide, and Footprint Handbook

in-class activity: analysis of postcards of Cusco and Machu Picchu.

Touring Paradise
26
The Caribbean.

readings
A Small Place
bottom half of page 177 in The Theming of America

27
Hawaii.

readings

Paradise News

28
India.

readings

Tourists at the Taj
Themed Environments, Simulaca, and Hyperreality

29
New York City. Scenes from doc. film “Reinventing the City: New York.” Discussion. [postmodernism]. Celebration, Florida.
readings
The Theming of America (Chapters 1, 2, 4, 6 and pp. 142-144)
E-RESERVE: Chapter 3 (“Cities are fun”, pp. 51-63) in Fantasy City by John Hannigan (Routledge, 1998)
ON THE WEB: “Traveling through hyperreality with Umberto Eco” in http://www.transparencynow.com/eco.htm
ON THE WEB: “Hyperreality” in http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperreality
ON THE WEB: “The age of simulation” in http://www.transparencynow.com/tamblesim.htm
30
World's Fairs. The Columbian Exposition.
readings
The Devil in the White City
31
Disneyland.
readings

E-RESERVE: “Disney vs. History” by Otis L. Graham in The Chronicle of Higher Education, 14 September 1994
pp. 117- 126 in The Theming of America
32
Athens and the Summer 2004 Olympics.

reading
The Acropolis. Global Fame, Local Claim
E-RESERVE: "Go Athens. A Journey to the Centre of the City" by Penny Travlou. in Tourism. Between Place and Performance, edited by Simon Coleman and Mike Crang, pp. 108-127. Berghahn, 2002.
33, 34, and 35 Assignment # 3 marketing campaign discussed in class
36
Theme Parks.
readings

E-RESERVE: "Grounding the myth - theme park landscapes in an era of commerce and nationalism" by Terence Young. in in Theme Park Landscapes, edited by Terence Young and Robert Riley, pp. 1-10 (Dumbarton Oaks, 2002)

E-RESERVE: “The past as a theme park” by David Lowenthal. in Theme Park Landscapes, edited by Terence Young and Robert Riley, pp. 11-23 (Dumbarton Oaks, 2002)

E-RESERVE: “Theme parks and McDonaldization” by Alan Bryman in Resisting McDonaldization edited by Barry Smart, pp. 101-115 (Sage, 1999)

37
Las Vegas.
readings

pp. 105-116 ("The Las Vegas Casino, Theme Parks and the General Trend of Theming") in The Theming of America

E-RESERVE: “Egypt on steroids: Luxor Las Vegas and postmodern orientalism” by Jeffrey Cass in Architecture and Tourism, edited by D. Medina Lasansky and Brian McLaren, pp. 241-263. (Berg, 2004)

recommended
Chapter 3 (“Media Vegas”) in Las Vegas. The Social Production of an All-American City by Mark Gottdiener et al. (Blackwell, 2000)

38
Homes of popular culture's cult figures. Graceland. Dollywood.
readings

pp. 126-130 in The Theming of America
http://www.elvis.com/graceland/
http://www.photo.net/summer94/graceland
http://www.linkydinky.com/graceland/
http://www.soultones.com/elvis.html

39

Homes of popular culture's cult figures. Dollywood.

http://www.dollywood.com/
http://www.mypigeonforge.com/Dollywood.asp
http://www.coasterforce.com/parkguides/dollywood/dollywood.shtml
40
Malls. Scenes From A Mall (with Woody Allen and Bette Midler)

readings
E-RESERVE: Call of the Mall by Paco Underhill (Simon & Schuster, 2004): pages 37-46, 85-89, 143-156, 191-194, 201-211
41
Urban tourism in the United States in the late 19th century. Small-town America today: nostalgia and shopping: Galena, Illinois.
readings
E-RESERVE: "Introduction" in Doing the Town. The Rise of Urban Tourism in the United States, 1859-1915 by Catherine Cocks (pp. 1-8). University of California Press, 2001.
E-RESERVE: “Historic, house-proud Galena” in The New York Times, 8 September 2002

E-RESERVE: “In Galena, IL.” in The New York Times, 20 August 2004
42
Tourism and national identity. American history: Lincoln on the landscape.
reading

E-RESERVE: pp. 4-6, 11-26, and 175-180, 185-202, 311-320 in See America First. Tourism and National Identity, 1880-1940 by Marguertie S. Schaffer (Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001)
E-RESERVE: “Abraham Lincoln as authentic reproduction” by Edward Bruner in American Anthropologist 96: 397-415 (1994)

E-RESERVE: "Lincoln's New Salem As A Contested Site" by Edward Bruner in Museum Anthropology 17 (3):  14-25 (1993)

43, 44 , and 45
students present their Course Projects in class. Course Summary.
