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impacts of free-market economies have often eroded and destroyed such
heritage within more “traditional” cultural communities (UNESCO 2003:1).
Similar clashes occurred with comparable frequency in the history of European
colonial expansions in the past.

The concept of “cultural heritage” can involve destructive manifestations—
not just of globalization but also of the actions of particular cultures. Nationalist
movements and established nation states have often rationalized their exis-
tence and exercise of power by deploying ideologies and cultural traditions
that legitimize their actions. For example, numerous decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court emphasize that ours is a nation of Judeo-Christian heritage—
not Buddhist, Islamic, Cherokee, Yoruba, or otherwise (e.g., U.S. Supreme
Court 1892). Similarly, the institution of slavery in the United States was
explained by lawmakers in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as a necessary
undertaking to fulfill a Judeo-Christian duty of civilizing non-Christian popula-
tions of captive Amerindians and Africans (Raboteau 1980). Thus, human
bondage was justified as a religious imperative and a sign of social enlightenment.
In blunt terms, globalization alone does not kill cultures—dominant cultures kill
other cultures.

Another line of development in UNESCO’s conventions and declarations has
addressed the way that the cultural heritage of a particular group can be
deployed for malevolent and intolerant social action. UNESCO has emphasized
the importance of fundamental human rights as a baseline that will at times
override the heritage claims of individual cultures. For example, Article 4 of the
Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, which was adopted in 2001, states
that the “defense of cultural diversity is an ethical imperative, inseparable from
respect for human dignity. It implies a commitment to human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, in particular the rights of persons belonging to minorities and
those indigenous peoples. No one may invoke cultural diversity to infringe upon
human rights guaranteed by international law, nor to limit their scope.”

Similarly, the 2003 Convention recognizes as intangible cultural heritage
“only those forms of cultural expression consistent with human rights” (Kurin
2007:10). Debates concerning the scope and extent of cultural relativism are
also inherent in this tension between claims of human rights and cultural
heritage. Anthropologists long ago established that one needs to understand a
particular culture holistically, with all elements viewed relative to the other
facets of that culture. But should cultural relativism be taken to mean that one
cannot judge another culture from the perspective of some baseline of funda-
mental human rights? UNESCO’s answer is a resounding “no.”

I focus on such tensions because I wish to consider the intangible heritage of
the descendants of individuals who lived their lives in nineteenth-century
America as persons whom a dominant culture and legal structure sought to
oppress. In doing so, should I invoke the basic terms of the 2003 Convention?
UNESCO defines intangible cultural heritage as “the practices, representations,
expressions, knowledge, skills . .. that communities, groups and ... individuals
recognize as part of their cultural heritage” (UNESCO 2003:art. 2.1). But we
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In 1830, he took advantage of a new opportunity in the form of land sales in
the western portion of [llinois referred to as the “Military Bounty Lands” located
betwecn the lllinois and Mississippi Rivers. He purchased a parcel of 160 acres
situated in Hadley Township, Pike County, Illinois, and moved his wife and those
of his children who were then free to that location on the expanding Midwestern
frontier (Matteson 1964; Walker 1983, 1985). Establishing a farmstcad on this
parcel in western Illinois in the early 1830s, Frank, Lucy, and their family
developed social and working relationships with the other landowners and farm-
ers around them, many of whom were of European American heritage (Chapman
1880:739, Simpson 1981:1; Walker 1983:106-107).

A number of Frank and Lucy’s children and grandchildren remained in
bondage, because the federal and state laws provided that children born to
enslaved individuals would remain in bondage themselves until manumitted.
Purchase of the parents’ freedom did not retroactively free their children. In
turn, manumission provided only limited rights and legal capacities to a free
African American (Walker 1983).

The federal and state census lists in the nineteenth century worked to deploy
the racial ideologies written in law by categorizing each person in a household
as “white,” “black,” or “mulatto” (King 2006). Federal and state laws accorded
different legal rights to those who qualified as white versus those who did not.
As a free, manumitted African American, Frank still lacked the legal rights in
Illinois to give testimony in court against a white person or to engage in
sophisticated property transactions with confidence in their enforceability if
challenged in court. However, he overcame these limitations in a dramatic way.
He petitioned for and obtained an act of the state legislature to legally register
his name as Frank McWorter (purposefully changing the spelling of his sur-
name) and to grant him full legal rights. The public record of this 1837 legisla-
tion indicates that Frank received support from his neighbors in this petition
and that he planned to found a town named Philadelphia (later called New
Philadelphia) on undeveloped land that he had acquired just to the south of his
farm (Illinois State Archives 1837). He wished to create this planned town so
that he could scll the blocks and lots within it to obtain additional funds with
which to purchase more of his family members out of bondage. It was also
publicly known that he intended for this town to be a welcoming community for
other free African Americans (Walker 1983:107). McWorter’s strong character,
industriousness, and his hopes for the development of this new town were
sufficiently well known in the region to be fcatured in public ceremony speeches
and local historical accounts in the 1870s and 1880s (Ensign 1872:54, 100;
Chapman 1880:739; Grimshaw 1876:31). It was a daring and courageous under-
taking in a region shaped by racial strife in this period.

New Philadelphia was planned as a community of 42 acres in size, with 20
blocks, 144 lots, and a grid pattern of streets and alleyways. The town grew
from its founding in 1836 until its decline in the 1880s, with a peak population
recorded in the 1865 census of 160 residents in 29 houscholds (King 2006;
Shackel et al. 2006). Over the decades of its existence, its residents were recorded




a3 wolj pajtedap 1eyl SABM UT PIJONIISUOD UIDQ ARy ABw padoaaap aram
1BY1 SBDIE 95011 PUE ‘S10[ PUB $320[q pauue|d Jo sa108 7 2yl Jo [[B SZInn ANy
1oU pIp 18U Aem B ur padojaasp ARy ABW UMOl 3 (9007 [B 12 [2Y2BYS)
aSNOYLINGY [BI0] 2y} ul IIOMIN Nueld Aq poqy 1ed 9¢gt 2yl ur pauuerd
SE pado[aAap Sem UMO] 2] J2Y1aUm JUILLLIDIOP 0} Y228 SAAPNIS [BIIF0[02BYOIY
‘uoII2® [B12EL 0] PAINQLIIE A9 1YFw
JBYI UMOl 91 Ul uononilsap [easdyd Jo 20uapia® 0u moOys ep 03 suonedy
-$3AUL [BITZO[OIBYIIR ‘2STMAYTT “AINJUID YIUIJUIU 2Y] JO Sspedsp Jemisod pue
WIN[j2Q2]UE 35347 UT UMO] 3UJ UIYIIM I0UIOTA |BIDBI 11240 AUB [EIAI SJUIPISAL §11
pue erydepe[iyd maN JO SIIPNIs [BOLIOISTY JOU A3Y) 13U)1oU Ing ‘AJTUNUILIOD
JBY) UIYIIM PalInddo JBY) SJUSAD [RID0S PUEB JTWOU0I2 AJiep 2y] Jo sitoda
paysijgnd eiydjape(iyd msnN SuIpunoiIns sanunwuwoeds ut siadedsmau (20077
(6P[:€£86] 1[BAN ‘11A1] Q07 12uin]) aepuoq woj Jurdesss suedLIAW Y
UB2LIJY P3pIE SABY 0} SILIOISIY [eI0 Ul pallodar osje aiom ‘Brydiape|iyd maN
ulyiim pue utpunoLIns sj2ored paumo oym ‘A[IUE] 13110 MO AL 943 JO SIaqUIa ]
(1007 JeuIn] ‘fpg| 9FBABS) EpRUBRD) 01 ABM 119Y] UO SIOUI|[] PIsioAel] A2y
se AIoae[s Surdessa 3soy) pie 01 pue sasneo iswuonljoqe dpay o1 paylom
arauosyoef pue Acum) AQiesu ul SuedloWY ueedoing pPuB SURDIIAWY
uedlyy “(915:0881 urwdeyD) 1ses ay) 01 sapw ¢ 1snl ‘soun[[] ‘I[1ASFILL ul
payse[o suonoe] A12ag[s-0id pue ISIUCI[OQE T34 SUIMO[[0] YL (pg6] UOWIS)
YINOos 243 01 1e] 10U ‘SIoul[]] u0ify ut qour Arsae[sord 8 Aq £ €8] U1 pauing ssa1d
Sunuud pug 301]J0 $1y pue peap Joys Aof2A0T yelijg 15siuomjoqe mes uorgal
STI) Ul SUBDLIIWY UBILI)Y 221] ‘LINOSSIA AQIeau jo s1a3uep 24] 0] uOHIppe Ul
(LS1:000T 2u0aWIS T[£:EP6] 9TBARS
‘149661 SBQ) 2181s 321, A1) B SE SNIBIS §,31%1S U Patjaq stoul]j] JO ,Sepo)y
J9e]d,, ysiey2y) pue “efepuoq wolj padeasss oym 2s0) arnidesss 0] 995 03 suon
-oipsun( 12110 ul SI3umO JAE[S JO S1YIT 2Y) paziudooas me| stoul[[] ‘(Epe| J8eary
‘Plti6061 weuind (687:8661 S1AB() poriad winpgaue sy Surinp A13Ae[s ojul
UBILIAWY UBILY 991) dBupIy 0} UMOUY 213m OUm s13)uny Ajunoq 10 j1odsuen
papiaoad os(e A21) “JexIew 01 $1onpord rinmougde SuiAowW 10] SopowW Jrodsuen)
Buipiaoad ‘uorFar 2] Ul SpUB| JO 9N[BA JY) POPIE SALIDLIR IJBM OM) 2SI 2[IUM
"eIydjapE[iyd Man JO 1SBS 9y} 0] So[IUI ¢ Isn{ sem I2Ay stow[] ay] "$1210QE]
P2ARISU JO 2[BS AY) JOJ J9XIBW UONINE UE PIISCY PUR 2)1S JAE[S B JO JIed sem
‘riydiepe[iyd man JO 1sam 23 03 sajiwr gz 3snl 1sary ddississiig 211 Suoje pa1ed0o|
‘LnossiA ‘[eqiuue ‘porsad winjiagarue oy u (1 11-011:€861 1[eM “¥-T'900T
‘B 12 [292eyS (R1:866] SIAB(I) SUOISUA] [BIDEI Aq poj2jjng uoidal B UIylim
P21830] 213m PIpUNOo] Aoyl UMo] 21]) pue suonelado Juiie] $12110 oA 24 L
(95-CS:G861 FONIBM LG I:E86 1 IIBM ‘TI-T:900T 1B 19
[@)2rYS) UONI21Ip 191} ul s1aaly 1ddississijy pue stour]|] oyl o) Juipes] yied
152 0} 1S9 UB U1 ‘93 po UIay 10U )1 BUOJe URI PBOI Payd1jJel)-[[am V "SPEIISULIE)
SurpunoLIns ay} ©1 12120 22IAIIE [eIN)NOLIFEe U S¥ PIAIIS UMO] Y] PUe ‘UBID
-1sAyd & pue ‘Iayeunauiged ‘royruoys YSumurem ‘yFumeeym ‘1uadied
‘Yrwsyae[q ‘A190013 v Fuipnjour ‘sucnelado ssauisng [R1aA2s pey viydiape|iyd
MIN] ‘20U]STX2 831 FULING "2ITYM SE PIIJISSB[D SPIIYI-Om) PUE OPRINUW IO JoB[q
Se paUJIssB[Y pai-auo Ajjewrxoldde yim ‘sisi| snsuad 2)els pue |BIap3) ul

[[3uuad "D (4




